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Gaven Williams, Caleb Dowers, and Joe Tay-
lor, as well as Head Coach Neal Garrison, on
a superb end to a great season.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor for me to ac-
knowledge the hard work and dedication of
the Mahomet-Seymour High School Boys
Cross Country Team in winning the 2017 state
cross country title, and | wish the team and
their coach all the best in the future.

HONORING DR. ANDREA CODDETT
HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 28, 2017

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor a
pillar of the Yonkers community, Dr. Andrea
Coddett, who this year will be the keynote
speaker at the Luther V. Garrison Sr. Masonic
Foundation Inc. Annual Scholarship Luncheon.

Dr. Coddett is the Deputy Superintendent
for the Yonkers Public Schools. In her role,
she oversees the Division of Teaching and
Learning, ensuring that all curriculum is
aligned to the New York State Common Core
Learning Standards (CCLS), and that all in-
struction is aligned to 21st Century learning
skills, so students are prepared for college
and/or careers. Dr. Coddett previously served
as the Assistant Superintendent for Instruction
K-12 for the East Ramapo Central School
District. Dr. Coddett began her career in edu-
cation as a Special Education teacher after
which she became a building-level Math Spe-
cialist. In her administrative career, Dr.
Coddett has worked as a District Math Spe-
cialist, an Early Childhood Principal, a K-5
principal, and Director of Secondary Special
Education.

Dr. Coddett is a graduate of Fordham Uni-
versity where she earned a doctorate in Exec-
utive Leadership. She holds Masters Degrees
in Curriculum and Instruction with a Reading
Specialization and Educational Administration
from Pace University and a Bachelor degree
in Psychology from Mercy College. Dr.
Coddett also holds administrative certifications
in School District Administration and School
Building Administration and Supervision, as
well as teaching certifications in Special Edu-
cation, birth through 21, and General Edu-
cation, N-6.

Dr. Coddett considers herself a global cit-
izen and believes that, as an educational lead-
er, each and every child deserves an excellent
education. As a learning leader and lifelong
learner, Dr. Coddett’s personal motto is, “Em-
powered for Learning, Empowered for Life.”

Dr. Coddett is an accomplished professional
in the education world, and as a former edu-
cator myself, | am very appreciative of the
work she has done and continues to do. She
will do an excellent job as this year’'s keynote
speaker at the Annual Scholarship Luncheon
and | wish to congratulate her on the honor.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF SHARON
LEVINE

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, November 28, 2017

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Dr. Sharon Levine, an exceptional healthcare
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leader who has strived every day of her career
to move our healthcare system forward to pro-
vide better access, quality and coverage. I've
known Dr. Levine for many years and had the
great honor to work with her. Dr. Levine was
often the voice of Kaiser as the sponsor or
supporter of major health care legislation | of-
fered while in the California State Assembly
and Senate. When it came to reproductive
health issues, Dr. Levine offered compelling
testimony on why the bills were necessary. |
often marveled at the ability Dr. Levine had at
dispelling myths and misperceptions Members
had on particular issues without making them
look ignorant.

Dr. Levine recently retired from a remark-
able, more than 40-year-long career with Kai-
ser Permanente. She had served in an execu-
tive leadership role for the Permanente Med-
ical Group since 1991. In 2015, Dr. Levine ac-
cepted the role of Executive Vice President for
External Affairs for the Permanente Medical
Group, a position she held until her retirement.

Dr. Levine graduated from Tufts University
School of Medicine and began her medical ca-
reer in pediatrics at the Georgetown University
Community Health Plan. In 1977, she joined
the Permanente Medical Group as a pediatri-
cian and spent the next four decades serving
residents of northern California.

In addition to being an invaluable doctor to
her patients, Dr. Levine has educated physi-
cians and clinicians throughout California and
the Kaiser Permanente system, inspiring and
coaching them to deliver better care and about
ways to improve our healthcare system. One
of her important responsibilities was to ensure
that Kaiser Permanente’s prescribing and
pharmacy policies were patient-centered and
that they were rooted in common sense, with
physicians closely involved in promoting both
excellent quality and sound clinical manage-
ment. Her leadership on this issue greatly
benefited Kaiser Permanente members, pa-
tients and customers.

Dr. Levine’s contributions have had an im-
pact beyond California through her service on
numerous boards of directors, including serv-
ing on the Patient Centered Outcomes Re-
search Institute, the Medical Board of Cali-
fornia, the Institute for Medical Quality and the
Insure the Uninsured Project. She has pas-
sionately advocated for public policy that en-
sures physicians are at the center of critical
decisions that affect patients, whether in the
exam room, in the board room, in the hearing
room or in the auditorium, where the next gen-
eration of health care leaders learn about what
works in American health care and what still
needs to be improved.

Dr. Levine will continue to play an important
role in the medical community. She was re-
cently selected to serve as board member of
the newly established Kaiser Permanente
School of Medicine. In that role she will en-
sure that the curriculum of this medical school
will be of the highest quality. She will also be
a mentor to many aspiring physicians who
share her lifelong commitment to medicine.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the Members of the
House of Representatives to rise with me to
honor Dr. Sharon Levine, a remarkable doctor,
educator and advocate whose leadership and
friendship | deeply value. While she will be
missed by her Kaiser Permanente family, we
can all feel assured that her contributions
have permanently improved our current sys-
tem. If we had more leaders like Dr. Levine in
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our communities we would no doubt have a
better healthcare system and healthier Ameri-
cans.

——————

PROCLAMATION FOR MS. DONNA
RAPOSA

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 28, 2017

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing proclamation for Ms. Donna Raposa:

Whereas, forty-two years and eleven
months ago a virtuous woman of God accept-
ed her calling to serve in the Social Security
Administration; and

Whereas, Ms. Donna Raposa began her ca-
reer in government as a Clerk Typist in the VA
Regional Office in 1974 before transferring to
the Social Security Administration Regional
Office as an Aide in the Field Service section;
and

Whereas, she educated and mentored
throughout her many years of service as a
Field Service Assistant, Service Representa-
tive and finally, after providing stellar leader-
ship and outstanding service to our commu-
nity, retiring as a Claims Service Representa-
tive in the Gwinnett Office; and

Whereas, this phenomenal woman has
shared her time and talents by giving the citi-
zens of our District a fearless leader and serv-
ant that strived to ensure that the system
worked for everyone; and

Whereas, Ms. Donna Raposa is a mother
and friend; she is also a cornerstone in our
community who enhanced the lives of thou-
sands for the betterment of our District and
Nation; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Ms. Donna
Raposa on her retirement and to wish her well
in her new endeavors;

Now therefore, |, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim March 31, 2017
as Ms. Donna Raposa Day in the 4th Con-
gressional District.

Proclaimed, this 31st day of March, 2017.

———

COMMEMORATING THE FIFTIETH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE LIFE AND
SACRIFICE OF MR. PRIMITIVO
GARCIA

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 28, 2017

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the 50th Anniversary of
Primitivo “Tivo” Garcia’s ultimate sacrifice for
another. Primitivo’s selfless act of valor and
history are well known in Missouri’s Fifth Con-
gressional District, which | proudly represent.
In 1943, Primitivo Garcia Loya was born in
Chihuhua, Mexico to Antonio Garcia Garcia
and Gregoria Loya Lerma. At the age of twen-
ty-two, Primitivo migrated to the United States
with his family in search of the American
Dream.

Primitivo was like many other immigrants
who come to the United States; he wanted to
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work hard, have a family, pursue his passions
and buy a home for his mother. He under-
stood that in America, hard work could yield
all of those things and began his career as a
shipping clerk. He had hoped this job would
allow him to marry his fiancé and earn enough
money to make a down payment on a home
for his mother. Between he and his brother’s
pay, they soon put a down payment on a
house for their mother, but Primitivo wanted to
earn his citizenship before marrying his bride-
to-be.

There was nothing more that Primitivo want-
ed than to become an American Citizen, so he
and his brother enrolled in English classes at
Westport High School to meet the necessary
qualifications for citizenship. It was in this
class that Primitivo and his brother, Alfredo,
would meet someone who would change their
life forever, Mrs. Margaret Kindermann (now
Margaret Kelso).

Fifty years ago, on November 15, 1967,
Primitivo Garcia, and his brother Alfredo Gar-
cia walked out of their night English class and
heard a scream. They both realized that a
woman was being accosted outside of their
school and as Mrs. Kindermann recalled,
Primitivo and Alfredo were not “going to let
this happen.” That night, both Garcia brothers
would save their English teacher, Mrs.
Kindermann, from impending doom. After
rushing to their teacher's aide, the Garcia
brothers immediately fought off the attackers,
but one of the attackers drew a gun and shot
Primitivo.

As Mrs. Kindermann recalls, she feared for
her life and the life of her 5-month-old, unborn
child. Primitivo’s and Alfredo’s bravery saved
two lives that night, but tragically, Primitivo
succumbed to his wounds three days later.

Primitivo Garcia would become the first
local, Hispanic hero in Kansas City because of
his benevolent act of sacrifice for his teacher
and her unborn child. Former Missouri Gov-
ernor Warren Hearnes declared Primitivo an
honorary citizen of the state as well as de-
clared December 1st to be Primitivo Garcia
Day in Kansas City. Parks would later be
named in honor of Primitivo’s story, memorials
dedicated to his legacy, but in 1992, Joe Arce,
a local television reporter, did a two-part fea-
ture story that continued Primitivo’s story.

It was this story that sparked community
support within the Historic Westside neighbor-
hood to urge the Kansas City, MO School
Board to name their newly constructed West
Magnet School as the Primitivo Garcia World
Language School. A year after Mr. Arce’s
story, the school was named in Primitivo’s
honor.

It is through the actions of Alfredo and the
sacrifice of his brother, Primitivo, that should
remind us of our country’s legacy of immigrant
sacrifice in pursuit of the American Dream.
Primitivo simply stood up for what he knew to
be right, helping the helpless in their time of
need. Primitivo’s spirit and legacy will live on
through our community’s eternal willingness to
commemorate this valiant act and | am hon-
ored to share his story with you today.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in expressing
our heartfelt appreciation to Primitivo Garcia’s
family. | urge my colleagues to please join me
in conveying our gratitude to his family and
community for sharing this great man with us,
and to allow us to honor his legacy. He is, and
will forever be, an inspiration to current and fu-
ture generations.
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TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. MIKE BISHOP

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 16, 2017

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, you
see, tax reform is about giving hardworking
Americans—of all walks of life—the con-
fidence they need to make their dreams a re-
ality.

So the question that needs to be asked is
whether or not the current tax code—and all of
its targeted credits—really increases people’s
paychecks. . . . Does it treat people fairly?
Does it put American workers first? What
about fostering economic growth, does it help
to create more good-paying jobs?

Michigan is a great case study.

You see, I'm from the Motor City, where
we’re known for our blue collar work ethic. Our
families come from humble beginnings. They
get up every morning and go to work to make
ends meet, and to build a better future for
their kids. And we've persevered through
some of the most serious economic death spi-
rals. Take 2008, for example.

At that time, | was Senate Majority Leader
in Michigan under the last administration,
overseeing the only Republican branch of gov-
ernment. | saw firsthand how that administra-
tion pursued one targeted tax credits after an-
other that favored one industry over the other.
It was the classic example of the government
picking winners and losers—and, as expected,
it failed miserably.

As we see at the federal level today, in
Michigan many of these targeted tax benefits
were paid for by everyone else: in the form of
tax increases. And not only did it fail to attract
growth in emerging sectors as they hoped, but
it caused our economy to tailspin.

Michigan quickly became the only state in
the country experiencing zero economic
growth. Per capita income went from one of
the highest, to one of the lowest in a matter
of just a few years.

By 2009, unemployment hit nearly 15 per-
cent. (Neighboring states with more hospitable
environments for job growth attracted our fam-
ily and neighbors).

More than 800,000 people left our state.
Just think about that. . . . We were the only
state to lose population—and we would have
lost even more had people been able to sell
their homes.

But as the Senate Majority Leader of the
only Republican branch of government, we
didn’t just say “no” to the government’s failed
policies, we offered solutions and loaded up
the pipeline with legislation to help the newly-
elected Republican legislature and Governor
Rick Snyder get to work on day one.

What did we do? Exactly what we’re doing
here today: tax reform.

While balancing budgets, we found ways to
lower rates on individuals. Reduced baseline
rates for job creators, and eliminated the cred-
its that favored certain industries over others.
We created an environment that would grow
the economy, and help families get ahead.

And sure enough, just two months after
these reforms, job growth turned positive
again in Michigan.

In 2017, Michigan is now a top 10 pro-busi-
ness state, ranked 12th among all states for
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overall business tax climate. Unemployment in
Livingston County, in my district, is at 3.3 per-
cent as of this September. And the comeback
continues.

Detroit is re-emerging again as an economic
powerhouse. The streets are alive with entre-
preneurs and young people, who live down-
town. The future looks great for the Comeback
City.

You see, the moral of the story is that tax
policy matters.

Getting tax reform done right means deliv-
ering real relief. I've seen it work in Michigan,
and | know we can do it at a national level. It's
not hard. It's about allowing people to keep
more of what is rightfully theirs. It's about free-
ing up more capital to create more jobs, in-
crease wages, and compete at a global level.
This is how you grow an economy from the
ground up.

Let’s vote for our constituents today—do it
for that middle-income family of four, or the
single mother of three—and pass this bill
today. All of us have an obligation to simplify
the tax code for every American—with lower
rates—so it's easier for hardworking people to
file their taxes and have the peace of mind
they deserve.

It's been 31 years, and the relief can’t come
soon enough.

———

PROCLAMATION FOR DAISAKU
AND KANEKO IKEDA

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 28, 2017

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing proclamation for Daisaku and Kaneko
lkeda.

Whereas, August 24, 1947 is the day a
young Daisaku lkeda joined the Soka Gakkai
and began his unerring pursuit of global peace
with his revered teacher Josei Toda, and in
these succeeding 70 years has created a
global, grass-roots network of 12 million peace
building citizens in 192 countries and terri-
tories, conducted peace building citizen-diplo-
macy with world leaders during the Cold War,
authored hundreds of books providing hope
and encouragement, conducted dialogues on
substantive issues of the day with thousands
of leaders around the world, submitted annual
peace proposals to the United Nations for 35
years, and established numerous research in-
stitutes aimed at conflict resolution and inter-
cultural dialogue and understanding; and

Whereas, Dr. Daisaku lkeda, in his roles as
philosopher, educator, peace-builder and au-
thor, has dedicated his life to constructing
bridges of understanding between people of
different nations and cultures, and between di-
verse philosophical and faith traditions, and
personified this philosophy in his own activities
as a firm advocate for dialogue as the basis
for resolving conflicts and building peace; and

Whereas, Dr. lkeda has established the
Soka education schools around the world, in-
cluding Soka University of America (SUA) in
Orange County, California, to promote human-
istic education that stimulates and encourages
each student’'s unique potential for learning,
and empowers their lifelong growth and devel-
opment toward contributive living and peace-
building; and
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